FAMILY TENDENCIES — HATE ASPECTS
own innate capacities for affection,   tenderness   and  gratitude;
partly   (b)   upon   the   extent   to   which   these   capacities   are
awakened   and   called   into play by a kind and loving attitude
on the part of the parent towards the child. As regards these
factors it seems very difficult to say in the present state of our
knowledge whether there has been any considerable or lasting
change   during   the  later period of human  development.    The
extent to which   tender feelings   have   been   aroused   between
parents   and children of the same sex (for it is of course with
the relations between these that we are chiefly concerned here)
has   naturally varied  from   age to age   and   from  one   family
system to another; the intensity and frequency of these feelings
being as a rule in inverse proportion to the intensity of the hate
attitude. Thus it is that those times and places which have produced
the minimum of hatred between parents and children have also
probably on the 'whole tended to bring about the greatest degree
of repression of such hatred as did still exist — the repression
being due to the influence of love tendencies which were opposed
to those of hate.   Nevertheless it is not easy to bring forward
any evidence to show a general  tendency towards increase of
the tender feelings with which we are here concerned. Savage
parents   in  many cases  appear to exhibit a very considerable
degree of affection towards their children, while the children are
in their turn often not backward in their manifestations of love
and  respect.    Parents  in   civilised  communities,   on the other
hand, have often shown themselves (under a veneer of kindness
or consideration)  singularly brutal and selfish in the treatment
of  their   children;   the   latter   not   infrequently   manifesting a
corresponding lack of genuine affection for their parents. Under
these circumstances it would seem that we are perhaps justified
in attributing the undoubted  increase in the repression of the
hate  attitude  to   the  more   efficient  operation of the "moral"
factors, rather than to any growth of.tenderness between parent
and child which might have served more effectually to counter-
act the hostile tendencies.
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